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SUBJECT: US PRESS RELEASE 

PER YOUR SLNO 394, TEXT OF OCT 27 US PRESS RELEASE FOLLOWS: 

BEGIN TEXT: FORMAL NEGOTIATIONS FOR THE FUTURE POLITICAL 
STATUS OF THE TRUST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS 
RESUMED ON OCTOBER 25TH, 1977, ON MOLOKAI ISLAND IN HAWAII. 

THE NEGOTIATIONS, WHICH LASTED THREE DAYS, WERE CONDUCTED 
ON MULTILATERAL AND BILATERAL LEVELS BETWEEN THE COMMIS- 
SION ON FUTURE POLITICAL STATUS AND TRANSITION; REPRESEN- 
TING KOSRAE, YAP. PONAPE, AND TRUK; THE MARSHALL ISLANDS 
POLITICAL STATUS COMMISSION, REPRESENTING THE MARSHALL 
ISLANDS; THE PALAU POLITICAL STATUS COMMISSION, REPRE- 
SENTING PALAU; AND THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 

PRECEDING THE FORMAL NEGOTIATIONS, THE THREE TRUST TERRI- 
TORY NEGOTIATING COMMISSIONS MET AMONG THEMSELVES ON 
OCTOBER 23 AND 24 AND ISSUED A JOINT STATEMENT OF THEIR 
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AGREEMENT THAT THERE SHOULD BE A POST-TRUSTEESHIP ALL- 
MICRONESIAN ENTITY HAVING ONLY THOSE POWERS TO WHICH ALL 
OF THE DISTRICTS CONSENT. 

OPENING STATEMENTS WERE DELIVERED BY AMBASSADOR PETER R. 
ROSENBLATT, THE PRESIDENT S PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE FOR 
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MICRONESIAN STATUS NEGOTIATIONS; SENATOR BAILEY OLTER, 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON FUTURE STATUS; SENATOR ROMAN 
TMETUCHL, CHAIRMAN OF THE PALAU POLITICAL STATUS COMMIS- 
SION; AND SENATOR AMATA KABUA, CHAIRMAN OF THE MARSHALL 
ISLANDS POLITICAL STATUS COMMISSION. ALL OF THE REPRESEN- 
TATIVES EXPRESSED THEIR SATISFACTION THAT FORMAL NEGOTIA- 
TIONS HAVE RESUMED AND THEIR CONFIDENCE THAT THE NEGOTIA- 
TIONS WOULD PROCEED IN A CONSTRUCTIVE MANNER. 

DURING THE MULTILATERAL PLENARY NEGOTIATIONS, A MARSHALLS/ 
PALAU PROPOSAL ON THE NATURE OF A POST-TRUSTEESHIP ENTITY 
WAS INTRODUCED, ALONG WITH A COMMISSION ON FUTURE POLITI- 
CAL STATUS AND TRANSITION PROPOSAL. THE U.S. DELEGATION 
SUBMITTED ITS THOUGHTS ON THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE 
UNITED STATES AND SUCH AN ALL-MICRONESIAN ENTITY. 

THE CONCEPT OF FREE ASSOCIATION WAS EXPLORED IN A CONSTRUC- 
TIVE FASHION DURING SEVERAL SESSIONS. THE SUBJECT OF U.S.- 
MICRONESIAN DEFENSE ARRANGEMENTS WAS ALSO CONSIDERED. 

A PLENARY DISCUSSION WAS HELD ON MARINE RESOURCE ISSUES, 
INCLUDING MICRONESIAN PARTICIPATION AS MEMBERS OF THE 
UNITED STATES DELEGATION IN FORTHCOMING REGIONAL NEGOTIA- 
TIONS ON MARINE RESOURCE MATTERS. THE UNITED STATES WILL 
INVITE A REPRESENTATIVE FROM EACH OF T;E THREE TRUST TERRI- 
TORY COMMISSIONS TO JOIN THE U.S. DELEGATION TO THE FORTH 
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COMING INTERNATIONAL MEETING IN SUVA, NOVEMBER 18-25 TO 
DISCUSS THE CREATION OF A REGIONAL FISHERIES AGENCY. 

ON THE QUESTION OF THE TRUST TERRITORY EDUCATION FOR SELF- 
GOVERNMENT PUBLIC INFORMATION PROGRAM, THE PARTIES UNANI- 
MOUSLY SUPPORTED A U.S. PROPOSAL THAT A JOINT WORKING 
GROUP BE FORMED TO WORK WITH THE HIGH COMMISSIONER IN 
MAKING THE PROGRAM MORE RELEVANT TO THE CURRENT POLITI- 
CAL SITUATION IN THE TRUST TERRITORY. 

IN ADDITION TO THE MULTILATERAL PLENARY NEGOTIATING ROUNDS, 
A SERIES OF BILATERAL NEGOTIATIONS WAS HELD BETWEEN THE 
UNITED STATES AND THE THREE TRUST TERRITORY NEGOTIATING 
COMMISSIONS. PROPOSALS WERE RECEIVED BY THE UNITED STATES 
FROM EACH OF THE TRUST TERRITORY NEGOTIATING COMMISSIONS 
FOR FURTHER EXPLORATION, AND RESPONSE AT THE NEXT NEGOTI- 
ATING ROUND WHICH ALL PARTIES AGREED WOULD COMMENCE IN 
HONOLULU NO LATER THAN JANUARY 5, 1978. 

VANCE 
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SUBJECT: US PRESS RELEASE 

PER YOUR SLNO 394, TEXT OF OCT 27 US PRESS RELEASE FOLLOWS: 

BEGIN TEXT: FORMAL NEGOTIATIONS FOR THE FUTURE POLITICAL 
STATUS OF THE TRUST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS 
RESUMED ON OCTOBER 25TH, 1977, ON MOLOKAI ISLAND IN HAWAII. 
THE NEGOTIATIONS, WHICH LASTED THREE DAYS, WERE CONDUCTED 
ON MULTILATERAL AND BILATERAL LEVELS BETWEEN THE COMMIS- 
SION ON FUTURE POLITICAL STATUS AND TRANSITION; REPRESEN- 
TING KOSRAE, YAP. PONAPE, AND TRUK; THE MARSHALL ISLANDS 
POLITICAL STATUS COMMISSION, REPRESENTING THE MARSHALL 
ISLANDS; THE PALAU POLITICAL STATUS COMMISSION, REPRE- 
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SENTING PALAU; AND THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 
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PRECEDING THE FORMAL NEGOTIATIONS, THE THREE TRUST TERRI- 
TORY NEGOTIATING COMMISSIONS MET AMONG THEMSELVES ON 
OCTOBER 23 AND 24 AND ISSUED A JOINT STATEMENT OF THEIR 
AGREEMENT THAT THERE SHOULD BE A POST-TRUSTEESHIP ALL- 
MICRONESIAN ENTITY HAVING ONLY THOSE POWERS TO WHICH ALL 
OF THE DISTRICTS CONSENT. 

OPENING STATEMENTS WERE DELIVERED BY AMBASSADOR PETER R. 
ROSENBLATT, THE PRESIDENT S PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE FOR 

MICRONESIAN STATUS NEGOTIATIONS; SENATOR BAILEY OLTER, 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON FUTURE STATUS; SENATOR ROMAN 
TMETUCHL, CHAIRMAN OF THE PALAU POLITICAL STATUS COMMIS- 
SION; AND SENATOR AMATA KABUA, CHAIRMAN OF THE MARSHALL 
ISLANDS POLITICAL STATUS COMMISSION. ALL OF THE REPRESEN- 
TATIVES EXPRESSED THEIR SATISFACTION THAT FORMAL NEGOTIA- 
TIONS HAVE RESUMED AND THEIR CONFIDENCE THAT THE NEGOTIA- 
TIONS WOULD PROCEED IN A CONSTRUCTIVE MANNER. 

DURING THE MULTILATERAL PLENARY NEGOTIATIONS, A MARSHALLS/ 
PALAU PROPOSAL ON THE NATURE OF A POST-TRUSTEESHIP ENTITY 
WAS INTRODUCED, ALONG WITH A COMMISSION ON FUTURE POLITI- 
CAL STATUS AND TRANSITION PROPOSAL. THE U.S. DELEGATION 
SUBMITTED ITS THOUGHTS ON THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE 
UNITED STATES AND SUCH AN ALL-MICRONESIAN ENTITY. 

THE CONCEPT OF FREE ASSOCIATION WAS EXPLORED IN A CONSTRUC- 
TIVE FASHION DURING SEVERAL SESSIONS. THE SUBJECT OF U.S.- 
MICRONESIAN DEFENSE ARRANGEMENTS WAS ALSO CONSIDERED. 

A PLENARY DISCUSSION WAS HELD ON MARINE RESOURCE ISSUES, 
INCLUDING MICRONESIAN PARTICIPATION AS MEMBERS OF THE 
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UNITED STATES DELEGATION IN FORTHCOMING REGIONAL NEGOTIA- 
TIONS ON MARINE RESOURCE MATTERS. THE UNITED STATES WILL 
INVITE A REPRESENTATIVE FROM EACH OF T;E THREE TRUST TERRI- 
TORY COMMISSIONS TO JOIN THE U.S. DELEGATION TO THE FORTH 
COMING INTERNATIONAL MEETING IN SUVA, NOVEMBER 18-25 TO 
DISCUSS THE CREATION OF A REGIONAL FISHERIES AGENCY. 

ON THE QUESTION OF THE TRUST TERRITORY EDUCATION FOR SELF- 
GOVERNMENT PUBLIC INFORMATION PROGRAM, THE PARTIES UNANI- 
MOUSLY SUPPORTED A U.S. PROPOSAL THAT A JOINT WORKING 
GROUP BE FORMED TO WORK WITH THE HIGH COMMISSIONER IN 
MAKING THE PROGRAM MORE RELEVANT TO THE CURRENT POLITI- 
CAL SITUATION IN THE TRUST TERRITORY. 

IN ADDITION TO THE MULTILATERAL PLENARY NEGOTIATING ROUNDS, 
A SERIES OF BILATERAL NEGOTIATIONS WAS HELD BETWEEN THE 
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UNITED STATES AND THE THREE TRUST TERRITORY NEGOTIATING 
COMMISSIONS. PROPOSALS WERE RECEIVED BY THE UNITED STATES 
FROM EACH OF THE TRUST TERRITORY NEGOTIATING COMMISSIONS 
FOR FURTHER EXPLORATION, AND RESPONSE AT THE NEXT NEGOTI- 
ATING ROUND WHICH ALL PARTIES AGREED WOULD COMMENCE IN 
HONOLULU NO LATER THAN JANUARY 5, 1978. 

VANCE UNQUOTE VANCE 
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